Our Church
Our church stands in the centre of a roughly circular site, and it at least the second
Christian place of worship to be built there. The nature of the site suggests that it may
have been a focus for pre-Christian worship, before the first church was built. It was quite
common for the early church to take over sites which were already regarded as sacred
and ‘convert’ them to use for Christian worship.
The church referred to in the Domesday Book was probably wooden. We have no way of
knowing when it was built, or whether it was the first Christian building on this site. The
only indication of that church is some Saxon carving embodied in the present church
structure. The present church is an ironstone and limestone building of the thirteenth and
fourteenth centuries, consisting of a nave, with two arcades of four bays each, a chancel, a
tower and spire containing six bells.
Like most very old buildings which have been in constant use, unravelling its history is
something of a detective story. Each generation has added, and sometimes taken away,
the things which seemed important to them in their time, and the internal appearance of
the church has undergone a number of more or less drastic changes. This is an indication
that our church has housed, and still houses, a living, changing community of Christians,
who have adapted the building in which they worship to suit the needs of their own times.
This process of change has gone on throughout the church’s history, and continues today,
as we seek to continue to be a worshipping and celebrating church serving God and
our community into the third Millennium.
Even the present dedication of the church: ‘All Saints’ has had its variations, as at various
times until the mid sixteenth century it was referred to by the older term ‘All Hallows’ .

